Controversies of the lacrimal system.
Numerous long-standing controversies influence the management of lacrimal sac abscesses, canalicular lacerations, and obstruction of the nasolacrimal duct. We examined the debatable beliefs that underline these controversies and concluded the following: drainage of a pointing lacrimal sac abscess can be well tolerated under local anesthesia, is associated with few adverse events, and should be performed regardless of whether systemic antibiotics have been administered. Reconstruction of monocanalicular lacerations should be considered in all cases, without distinction to whether the injury involves the upper or lower canaliculus. Finally, no firm evidence currently exists supporting intubation with routine dacryocystorhinostomy.